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THE ITALIAN TELEVISION
FESTIVAL
IS BORN IN LOS ANGELES

By Dina Morrone

Academy Award winner Paslo
Somreatine ("The Great Beauty”),
as well as the director and crestor
of the Emmy Nominated tele-
Vi‘ion R 'nw Young pDF(..
marring Jude Law, was preseac at
the Loadon Hotel in Los Ange-
lez to accepe the insupucal Tealian
Television Award ar the Rrs-ew-
er Inllan Television Pestival
(ITTV), for his contrbution as
an Italian filmmaker internation-
ally, and for successfully bringing
Italian stosies to the forefront of
the entertaloment indusnry The
scewal awaed, called *Hand. .. The
Winnoes Ii™ war customn - made l"}'
Iralian artise Aidia Falaschecd and
hn!)luJ b:( bls neo pop plece
“You Hand Me” The award i
& sculpeure of a hand holding a
remote control to x_yrnbu“zr the
modern-day viewers freedom to

choose whatever she'he 0 desires,

The Festival is the brainchild of
Valentina Maceelli, Fraocesca

Scorcucchi and Crisina Scogna-
millo (Good Gids Planer Pro-

ductions), dong with Masco Tes-
ta, president of Armando Testa
(::L“i’s -nlf fwnil’&: was = kt&
off of what will become an annual

Iralian TV Festival in Los Angeles

"The point of this Festival is that
Itady ls producing so much coa-
tent with really pood talent, and
It’s starting to be recognived in-
tercationally. Ifs an Iunllae TV
renalzmance,” mys Masedli, ks
a oever-ending markes, so why
not brng this opportunity to the

states!”

Neetiix has ulxued the door to
many international titdes, The de-
mand is such thar television, and
not just Netfilx, but all steeaming
services, are secking out moce
non-domestic programming to
Bl the tastes and needs of the
Nocth American viewer.

Socrentino’s original television series “The Young Pope”
(HBO), has beens loved b, cultics and sudlences and gas-
nered severzl nominations inrlndin(_ a win in !l.‘ly wich
the Nastro D’Argento. The follow up to the success of the
show & dhe hlghl)' .uukxp.llcd second sedes “The New
Pope.” The ITTV Festival had the honos of screealng the
US premiese of the trailer

Soerentino sccepted his "Hand...The Winner Ii” award,
and in modest fashion, as he's quite shy abour speaking
la frone of larpe groups sald, "T'm not pood at speakiag
in public but I'm good at receiving awards and arranging

them ar home. I'll pur chis one close co my Oscar’”

I had a chance to ipeak with Sorrentine. He was very
heaored and humbled to be a parc of the Festival and
undemtood the importance of what Maceelli, Scoscucehd,
Scognamillo, and Tesa were hoping to achieve with ITTV,

*It's a necessary event, today”

I was curious to know what Sorrentino felt was the most
shgnificant difference between worklag for Itallan tdevision
versus Amerkcan " There fan't mudch of a difference. The
language is universal. And whea it's universal we all gec it
and understand It no marter what the characters ace speak-
ing. There’s a lot of exelleat work going on in Italy right

now,

When | asked about how his life has
changed slnce winanlng his Oscar”, he
dida't have to even think shout it and
immediatdy responded, ‘It has aot
changed at all becanse my wife keeps

| me grounded. All cedit goes to my

lovely wife Daniela (D'Antonio), for

| making sure that nothing has changed.”

Maay Iralian flmmakess (noc just
Itsllans) prow vp dreaming of wock
ing and making it in Hollywood 1
asked Someadno if as a child, grow-
ing up in Nap‘.n. El.\ly. did he ever
dream of one day winning an Oscar®,
working In Hollywood, oc belog pee-
sested the Bistoever ITTV award! He
smiled and said an emphatic, “No.”
And then weat ca to 1ay that whea he
was _1"1’("“1[', uP. *'-f didn" knlm w*ut
he wanted to be. If anything, he sid,
he wanted 1o be a soccer player. But
at 18 something changed He started
thicking about mowvies, and the re= is
hizory.

Sorrentino and his famiy have re-
ceatdy meoved 1o Los Angeles for
one year. He was not able to discuss
his reaton for being here or divalge
asy details of his upcaming project.
But with Sorrentinos highly crestive
vision, we cant walt to see what he

comes up with next.

Among che ocher guests who attended
the event weee, Jasred Hardds, ("Chues
nobyl”), nominated for 19 Emmys,
Francesco Bauco ("Ford ws Ferrad”),
Moesans Atias ("The Villsge”), Eman
uela Postacchini ("Who Is Ameri-
"), Logan Laurke Beowalng ("Dear
White People”), Stefania Spampina
to ("Creys Anatomy”), Massi Fusdan
("Versace, Amedaan Crime Story”),
Jaznes Kyson ("Heroes”), Loteszo La-
mas (*Lucha Underground”), Shawna
Calg ("Housewives of Bevedy Hills"),
Ok‘at‘ oo mimt','d mﬂwl’ Mﬂftﬁ
Betrami, and producer Martha De-

lauseneiis,

The Festival was sponiored by the Con-
sulste Genesal of Los J\ugdﬂ and the
ITA, the Itddian Teade Agency.
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